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am in Zurich but brought up in Catalonia, Rita Martarall has

miade & name for hersed as an antist who specialises in painting
partraits of public fgures, such a3 Samuel Elo'e or Michel Houlle:
becy, Althaugh she naw mastly waeks from Sadrid, fita apened up
her studio in Olot and showed us around.
1. Drawing trophy, | got it from the farmer president of the Gener.
alinat ordi Pugal, when §was onky 10 | will never forget that moment
as It confirmed for me that | had to continue with my art. After get-
ting my first painting award at seven years old, during my childhood
and adalescence | won over 35 awards.
2.Tommy Robredo trophy. In 2005, | desigred this stainess sies|
trophy for the whealchalr tennis organisation, the Tommy Robredo
Foundation, together with the poster for the third Open Inter-
national Girona - Costa Brava. | got imvebved in this project for three
reasons: in the first place, 1 fike to participate in charty projects, as |
did for Samuel Eto’s Foundation. Secandly, tennia s one of my
hbities, and | am fand of challenges and discipine, And thircy, |
I sculpture, velume and space analysis, which have been con-
stanty i my way of sbserving and expressing myseil
3. Luc Godard's Lo Mépris. | am a film addict, maybe because | like
psychology. However, my great discovery was the Filmothégue, to
witich | was intreducsd by my callsagues in Strassbourg in the
1990's, Since then I've seen Le Mépris more times than | can re-
member, The lighting, space. dialogues and tragedy have been an
enarmas influence an my art,
4. Michel Houellebecq's Dialogues with Fablannl Belemuskl, in
Madrid, | coincided with Michel Houellebecq al a public event.
When | read his book, La Carte et le Termitaire (Goncourt award
2010), 1 knew that ene day | woukd paint his portrait. The occasion
arrhved soon after, when a publishing house commissioned his por.
trait fram me for the caver af bis latest baak,
5. The book by Gerardo Fernandez Albor, La eleganda del Com-
promiso, | am henoured to be mentioned in this book by the formes
president of Galicla, Fernandez Albor ate mentions the portrat |
painted for ham In Strassbourn, which s now on show in Berlin's

gallery of illustrious it

6, Baltasar Garzdn's gown, almost a fetishiszic abject for me. The
forrmer magistrate of the Audiencia Macional gave it 1o me a year
aga when | started working an his poetrait, Mr. Garzan will be part
of my galery of public figures, people that have stood out through
their wark and personaities. | am seon going to add Fraels lrmer
internal affairs minister, Sihama Ben Ami, among others.
7. “Latin Mote” pillow. It is part of my collection designed far the in-
terior design company of the actress Lods Herrera in Madrid. Far me
it was & new experience in the busness world and | found it enter-
taining, and | am looking forward te similar projects.
B. My motorcycle halmet. It's been my favaurite means of transport
fior years. Riding a bike gives me a feeling of freedom and direct con-
tHEL with the ervirenrent. | am a lan of any sport or detivity rsted
to matorcyckes, | value the sersitivity and sense of balancs you nesd
fioe this spoet. | had the oppartunity to paint the partrait of Marc Co-
lamer, Tatmer workd ehampion of indoor trial: when | was painting
him, he was injured and he really suffered much mone than | did.
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